
The SAB Foundation promotes social innovation through using business strategies and innovative solutions to 
solve large societal challenges.

Similar to entrepreneurship, we support socially driven innovators in universities and communities through 
programmes like our Social Innovation Awards and Fund, creating jobs and transforming society positively. 
 
The SAB Foundation searches for innovative ideas that address challenges faced by marginalised groups such 
as women, youth, persons with a disability, and people living in rural areas.

SAB FOUNDATION SOCIAL 
INNOVATION PROGRAMMES

PROTOTYPE/
SEED

Social Innovation and 
Disability Empowerment 

Awards R200 000 - 
R1.3 million mentorship

SEED/
GROWTH

Social Innovation Fund
R500 000 - R2.5 million 

milestone driven mentorship

IDEA/
PROTOTYPE

University Seed Fund
R10 000 - R100 000

SAB FOUNDATION SOCIAL INNOVATION SUPPORT CONTINUUM
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908
jobs sustained

1 577 
new jobs created

173% 
job growth

2 485
people collectively

 employed

9 940 
livelihoods indirectly 

impacted

65% turnover 
growth

92% pursuing innovation. 
75% on a full-time basis

88% developed 
a prototype, 86% a product 

78% gone to market

50% of 
entrepreneurs 
tracked their 
social impact

56% SAB Foundation 
entrepreneurs linked 

to further funding 
and support

R68.7 million dispersed 
to 174 social innovators

SOCIAL INNOVATION AWARDS IMPACT

“The SAB Foundation Social 

Innovation Awards are so 

important for South Africa.  

They are very professionally run 

and bring together incredible 

projects and people, providing 

several levels of support for 

the innovators. 

Since I won an award in 2018, 

I have watched the subsequent 

award ceremonies and the very 

impressive projects and people 

that have been part of  

the awards” 

–  Social Innovation  
Awards participant.



DEMOGRAPHICS
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“The support (both financial and non-financial) has  
been invaluable to Spoon Money’s very survival.  
The depth of gratitude is hard to express, but I hope the 
SAB Foundation  team understands the far-reaching 
impact of the work they are doing.” 

–  Nicolette Swartz, Founder of Spoon Money.



262
jobs sustained

387 
new jobs 
created

147% 
job growth

649 people 
collectively employed

2 596 livelihoods 
indirectly impacted

295% turnover
growth

33%
5% 

35%

3%

R45.6 million dispersed 
to 48 social innovators

DEMOGRAPHICS:

SOCIAL INNOVATION FUND AND ACCELERATOR PROGRAMME IMPACT

“While working with 

Tanner, we were challenged 

to think critically about 

our impact metrics. The 

engagement has helped us 

to define a new culture of 

ensuring that everything we 

do must me well measured. 

Although we are not fully 

there, the mental shift has 

been a critical starting point 

for us.” 

–  Social Innovation  
Fund participant.



CVs have been 
compiled for 
4 196 youth

373 persons with 
disabilities trained 

and employed

175 855kg of 
textile waste recycled

Low income people 
accessed 865 290 
litres of clean water

183 449 learners 
accessed new 

digital education content

1 003 small scale 
fishers accessed 

new markets

57 micro 
enterprises accessed 

affordable credit

4 153kg of 
plastic waste 

prevented

22 496 high 
school learners 

accessed Maths and 
Science content

1 725 clubfoot 
braces distributed 

to children 
with disabilities

2022 SOCIAL IMPACT OUTCOMES/OUTPUTS

“Our team at Mintor is incredibly grateful to the SAB Foundation for all of their 

support through some incredibly tough times. We would likely not have been here 

today if we did not have that support. Many thanks!” 

–  Leànne Viviers, Founder of Mintor Chat-based Solutions


